Mr. Noel Briggs, CEO

Cairns Regional Council

PO Box 359

CAIRNS 4870
Dear Mr. Briggs,
I wish to raise my extreme concern about the substantial increase in my general rates for the year 08/09, compared to the previous year.

The rates on my property have increased well beyond CPI or the cost of a loaf of bread!

Whilst I fully appreciate a revaluation of property has occurred in the last year, this should not automatically translate into unacceptable rate increases.  Your finance staff should have readjusted the rate in the dollar to allow for land value increases, and thereby cushioning the effect of large valuation movements.

I demand that you justify to me why such an extortionate increase is warranted, given that the touted benefits of amalgamation were supposed to include significant cost efficiencies.

As a courtesy I am informing you that instead of paying the half yearly rate instalment for which I have been billed, I have paid 50% of the general rates levied on my property on the 2006/07 financial year by the former Douglas Shire Council.

I am withholding the difference, in trust for the Cairns Regional Council, until an acceptable explanation is provided.

In addition I advise that it is not my intention to pay the water charges.  I am thoroughly disgruntled about the lack of proper explanation provided by Cairns Water at a recent community meeting as to why water restrictions have been imposed on me.  Also the quality of service delivery (i.e. water pressure) has declined in the period since Cairns Water took over managing our shire’s water supply.

Sincerely, 

A Friend of the Douglas Shire

Cc:  Cr. Val Schier, Mayor

       Cr. Alan Blake, Chair Finance Committee

