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Dear Premier,

As a former Douglas Shire resident, I wish to convey my extreme anger and dissatisfaction at the clear disadvantages I am experiencing as a direct consequence of the amalgamation of my council with Cairns City.

I find it impossible to find one single benefit to me as a result of this merger.  In fact the disadvantages include:

· Substantially increased rates; 

· Increased charges for services; 

· Introduction of new charges; 

· A loss of services; 

· Reduced ability to access council staff; 

· Reduced representation in the council; 

· Little or no community consultation/engagement; 

· Reported deliberate disenfranchisement of my elected representative by other councillors and executive; 

· Erosion of the fabric of my community. 

According to your own Government’s criteria, the Douglas Shire, was a model of strong, financially sound and cost efficient local government.  The Douglas Shire met all terms of reference set out by the Local Government Reform Commission. 

Despite these inconvenient truths, your Government forcibly amalgamated Douglas Shire with Cairns City.

In recent years The Douglas Shire Council, with the overwhelming support of the community, introduced and implemented some of the most innovative environmental policies and practices.  In terms of sustainability, we were years in front of Cairns City. The residents of Douglas now have to pay again so that Cairns can catch up!

The Cairns Regional Council, (elected councillors and executive) need to admit that this merger is not working and request that the State Government to take immediate steps to restore the former Douglas Shire.

I would be grateful if you do not send me a standard response letter telling me “it’s too soon to see the benefits of the new Cairns Regional Council”.  I would find that terribly insulting.

In case it is not already clear to you, I am extremely angry and dissatisfied with this current situation and I will continue to remind you of this fact until you give me back my shire! 

Sincerely,

